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Media snapshot



Mainstream and EU 
press analysis

 Coverage from October 2019-now

 Key words: “Embodied carbon” and 

“bio-based materials” plus

 Construction

 Cities

 Climate change

 Net zero



Mainstream press: broad discussion, more focused on 
operational carbon 

 While supporting cities’ decarbonisation, construction themes viewed more generally in 

mainstream press

 Overall carbon emissions

 Population rise in cities by 2050

 Changing urban planning to accommodate new ways of life and post-pandemic realities

 Business opportunities of green cities and benefits of directing stimulus investment towards green 

recovery

 Profiling actors in building sector who are supportive

 Reference to bio-based materials almost invisible – “low-carbon materials” or alternatively 

“nature-based” solutions like green roofs more talked about

 Coverage often framed around problems rather than offering solutions



BBC News, November 2021



The Guardian, April 2021



Financial Times, May and July 2021



EU press: coverage overwhelmingly linked to policy 
events or sponsored content

 Consequences

 Opportunities for op-eds and shaping the narrative

 Authors informed about the issue and related policy

 Likely to be seen as biased

 If not vetted by a communications staff member, may have too much jargon

 Embodied carbon and bio-based materials mentioned more frequently, often in 
relation to European policy

 However, “low-carbon materials” still preferred – and embodied carbon usually only 
mentioned alongside operational carbon



EurActiv, July 2021



EurActiv, October 2020



EurActiv, November 2021


